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Potential Declaration of Interest Guide

Following receipt of applications, reviewers will be invited and given a snapshot of the
applications to assess potential Declaration of Interests (Dol). Table 1 provides examples of
situations where Dols in the reviewing process apply. Please note that Dols may be of a
scientific as well as a non-scientific nature. Table 2 provides examples of Dols specific to
consumer reviewers.

In addition to the materiality of a possibly interest, the timeline since a relationship arose or
of a planned engagement is relevant. In general, the period to consider for these situations
is whether they arose within the last five years. You should also consider whether there is
something that you know will be happening in the future (i.e, future involvement in a
researcher’s project as a consumer representative) that should be disclosed.

If you are uncertain about whether you have a Dol, please contact NBCF immediately to
seek their advice and guidance about your individual Dol issue.

Rulings are indicative only. NBCF staff will exercise judgement when deciding the level of
interest and, in doing so, will consider the circumstance of each potential interest.

Failure to disclose a Declaration of Interest may result in the withdrawal of an offer of
funding or termination of the Funding Agreement.

Table 1
The following table is provided to help reviewers assess their conflict level with Principal

Investigators and Co-Investigators.
Associate Investigators (Als) are not considered for Declaration of interests.

Situations Explanations and Examples Interest level

1. Contribution to the [1.1 You are a named participant on the application under review.  |High
application under

review 1.2 You have had discussions or input into the design study or High
research proposal for this application.
2. Collaborations 2.1 You have actively collaborated in the last 5 years on: High

e Publications — co-authorship

e Pending applications

e Existing grants (both with NBCF, NHMRC, other organisations,
or funding sources)

e A co-worker who is collaborating with the applicant

e Member of a research or discussion group

e Published together in the last 5 years as co-authors of a
multiple-authorship paper where involvement was minimal.

2.2 You have had an indirect collaboration, such as: Potential Low

a future grant application or other future collaborative relationship
with this applicant(s).

3. Working 3.1. You have the same When a peer reviewer and an Usually a high
Relationship employer or are part of the applicant work at the same interest
same organisation. independent medical research

institute (e.g., Garvan Institute of
Medical Research, Peter

MacCallum Cancer Centre etc.)
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2.3 You are planning (or have been approached) to be involved in |Potential High
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or in the same University/Hospital
Department.

Where a peer reviewer or
applicant holds a position of
influence within an organisation
or has a pecuniary/financial
interest, e.g., Dean of Faculty or
School/Institute Directors.

High

Where a peer reviewer and an
applicant work for the same
institution but at different
campuses and do not know each
other.

Low

Where a peer reviewer and an
applicant work in the same faculty
but in different
schools/departments and do not
know each other.

Low

3.2. You are working in the
same department (or
equivalent) within an
organisation

High - in most
situations due to
perceived DOI.

4. Professional
relationships and
interests
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3.3. You work in the same When there is a direct High
locality but for a different association/collaboration

organisation i.e,, where a peer |between the peer reviewer and
reviewer works for a university |applicant, where the peer

and an applicant works for an  |reviewer may have or may be
affiliated Medical Research perceived to have a vested

Institute (or vice versa), such as |interest in the applicant’s

relationships between: research.

e UNSW Sydney and the Where two organisations are Low
Garvan Institute of Medical [affiliated but there is no direct
Research association/collaboration

e The University of between the peer reviewer and
Melbourne, and Peter the applicant (e.g., peer reviewers
MacCallum Cancer Centre [ocated at the UNSW Sydney that

have no direct
association/collaboration with an
applicant at the Garvan Institute
of Medical Research).
4.1. You are also a member of  |Where you hold a membership in [High
the same scientific advisory which you may be perceived to
committee, review board, have a vested interest (i.e., direct,
exam board, grant panel, trial  |or financial/pecuniary). E.g., when
committee etc. you are associated with the grant
application as a member of the
investigator team or is the
Faculty/Department Head where
the research will be conducted.
You are a member of the same  [Low
advisory board or committee but
otherwise have no links or
association that would constitute
a High ruling.
4.2. You or your organisation argWhere there is a direct High
affiliated with the applicant’s link/collaboration between the
2|Page
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organisation, i.e,, where a peer
reviewer and an applicant work
for different organisations that
have active/ongoing
collaborations or affiliations

applicant and peer reviewer, in
which the peer reviewer may
have or may be perceived to have
a vested interest in the
applicant’s research.

or situations

consideration of events earlier than the last five years)

such as between: Where two organisations are Low
e  The University of affiliated but there is no direct
Melbourne and WEHI association/collaboration
e  The Schools of Health between applicant and peer
Sciences at two or more [reviewer (e.g., when applicant
different universities, as |ocated at the University of
part of a research or Melbourne has no direct
teaching collaboration.  [ink/collaborations with a peer
reviewer at WEHI).
4.3. You or your organisation is When you or your institution has [High
affiliated or associated with a direct affiliation or association
organisations such as with the organisation(s) that may
pharmaceutical companies, have or may be perceived to have
tobacco companies, lvested interest in this research
biomedical/biotech start-ups |e.g.,, @ pharmaceutical company
etc. that provides drugs to the
applicants for testing.
When you or your institution has |Low
an indirect affiliation/association
with the organisation(s) that may
have or may be perceived to have
a vested interest in this research
e.g., you are employed in a large
institution in an area distant from
the organisation(s) in question.
5. Relationships Consider relationships between you, your partner or any other  [Usually a high
and/or member of your family and the applicant; or relationships interest
interests of a non- between you and the applicant’s partner or any other member of
scientific nature their family.
These relationships could be of any nature (e.g., personal, social,
political, ideological etc.) that might create an interest in the
assessors’ ability to assess the proposal.
©. Teaching or For undergraduate or post-graduate studies in the last 5 years:  |High
supervisory e You taught or supervised the applicant(s)
relationship e You co-supervised or taught with the applicant(s)
e Your own research was supervised by the applicants(s)
7. Financial interest in [7.1. You have an associated patent pending; supply goods and Usually a high
the application services; improved access to facilities; provide interest
cells/animals/patient samples or similar to the applicant.
7.2. You receive research funding or other support from a Usually a high
company and the research to be reviewed may impact upon the [interest
company
8. Other interests You have a previous or pending disputes (may require High

* Indicative only. NBCF staff will exercise judgement when deciding the level of interest and, in doing so, will
consider the circumstance of each potential interest.
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Table 2

Consumer Declaration of Interest Guide

Explanations and Examples

Indicative Ruling

1. Contribution to the

application under
review

1.1 Are you a named consumer representative or investigator on the
application under review?

Yes = High interest

1.2 Have you had discussions or input into the study design or research
proposal for this application?

Yes = High interest

2. Collaborations

2.1 Are you currently, planning to or have been approached to be|
involved in a grant application or other collaboration as a consumer
representative with one of the investigators?

Yes = High interest

3. Working relationship

3.1. Do you have the same employer/organisation or work in the same|
locality?

Usually a high interest

3.2. Are you currently involved in a consumer engagement/advisory
program at the same institution?

Usually a high interest

4. Professional
relationships
and interests

4.1 Do you hold the same membership of scientific advisory or review
boards, exam boards, or trial committees?

Usually a high interest

5. Patient/clinician
relationships

or other relationships
of a non-professional
nature

5.1 Does a personal or patient/clinician relationship exist between you,
your partner or any other member of your family and the applicant or
any other member of their family? These relationships could be of any
nature (e.g., personal, medical, social, political, ideological etc.) that
might create an interest in the assessors’ ability to assess the
proposal.

Yes = Usually a high
interest

6. Other interests
or situations

6.1 Consider previous or pending disputes (may require consideration of

Yes = High interest

events earlier than within the last five years)
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